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SERMON, Oe. 


DEuTERONOMY xxIII. 9. 


When the He oft goeth forth againſt thine + 
Enemies, then keep ther From every 
wiced "Thing. 


21RTUE and Religion 
are ſo much and fo con- 
ſtantly the Duty of Man, 
=» that there can be no Time 
or Place in which they 
may be ſafely omitted: 
No Confuiiftures can ſuperſede their Ne- 
_— no Emergency can vacate their 
A 2 Obligation. 


(4) 


Obligation. They are ſo congenial to 
our Nature, and ſo eſſential to* our 

„ that when we omit ot ne- 
glect the n of them, we do 
Violence to our Conſtitution, we deſert 
our beſt Intereſt, and precipitate our- 
ſelyes into nn and Diſtreſs. 

But ne the Obli >atlons of Virtue 
and Religion are at all Times worthy of 
our Attention, and can never be pru- 
dently or lately diſregarded by us; yet 
there are certain - Seaſons when theſe 
Obligations carry -a more .peculiar Force, 
and when we ſhould ſuffer them. to 
operate with their whole Weight. 


Thus, for Example, when Danger 
threatens, and Calamities ſeem impend- 
ing; That is the Criſis, in which all 
our Senſibility, both for Ourſelves and 
the Public, ſhould be awakened: 3 Bat 
is the Criſis, when Men ſhould” have 
inſtant Recourſe to the Aſſiſtance of 
We and ſhould provide themſelves 

55 with 


(5) 
with, che Supports which true Piety and 
Religion will ſupply: them with, Then 
it is that they ſhould watch and pray 
that they ſhould purify their Hearts and 


Conſciences from the Defilements of 


Sin; and, by the Practice of Truth and 
Holineſs, ſhould endeavour. to recom- 
mend both themſelves and their Coun- 
"5 to the rote en, of Almighty e 


1 t was 5 Re a Wiſ⸗ 
dom and Propriety, that Meſes..gave the 
Tſraelites the Precept of the Text; ¶ ben 
the Hoſt goeth forth againſt thine, Ener 
mies, then keep thee from every..wicked 
Thing :—<. At the ſame Time that 
“thou prepareſt thy Weapons for War, 
reform thy. Life; — before thaw en- 
«* tereſt into the Battle, leave thy Sins 
« and thy Corruptions behind thee ; 
« endeavour to intereſt Heaven in thy 
« Defence by the Fervency of thy Pi- 
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& Way to Victory, by obtaining the Af. 
2 ſiſtanee of the God of Hoſts.” 


There is no „ Enthufiaſin my Bre- 
thren, there is no Superſtition, in this 
Counſel; but it is at once the Dictate 
of r Reaſon, and the Voice of In- 
ſpiration. Permit me therefore on 
this Occaſion, and before this Audience, 
which we cannot behold but with a 
mixture of Pleaſure and Gratitude, 
Permit me to lay before you the great 
Expediency of our complying with this 
Precept of the Text, When the Hoſt go- 
eth forth againſt thine Enemies, then keep 
thee from every * ä 


* am ſenſible Kid much it is be- 
come the Language of Men to talk of 
Chance and Contingence; of Acci- 
dent, Fate, and Fortune; even on 
the moſt ſolemn Occaſions: To theſe 
they are apt to impute Events of every 
Kind; and they are ready to reſolve 
even Victory and Defeat, even the Riſe 

and 


(9) 
and Oyerthrow: of Nations, into one or 
other of theſe Cauſes ;---if Cauſes they 
may be called, 


But was Reaſon or Scripture con- 
ſulted, and were we governed by the 
Authority of their Deciſions, they would 
inſpire us with far other Sentiments; and 
would teach us to refer every Occur- 
rence to the Will and Wiſdom of a 
ſuperintending God. They would di- 
rect us, in every Conjuncture, to aſcribe 
all the Viciſſitudes of Life to the De- 
terminations of Providence; and to 

conſider them as the Diſpenſations of 
that omnipotent Being, who governs 
the World. And therefore they ſend 
us, on every Occaſion, to invoke his 
Aſſiſtance; to implore his Protection; 
to ſollicit his Mercy. Particularly, 
when Clouds ariſe, and a Tempeſt 
threatens; when Dangers approach us, 
and -our Fears are alarmed; they then 
point out to us the inſtant Neceſſity of 
wot for Refuge ' to the Almighty 
Guardian 


ts) 
Guardian of the World 5 and, by the 
Reformation of our Lives, endeavour- 
* to ſecure an Aſylum ander the Shae. 
dow of his gs 


%. 
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And. my ae . we: can in- 
tereſt this omnipotent Defender to pro- 
tect and bleſs us, it will be but an 
unavalling Confidence; to rely on own 
tun Hrm, and to truſt. in our own Bow. 
For it ſtands recorded in the ſacred 
Law of Truth, That except the Lord 
keep the: City, the Watchman waketh! but 
in var; Pfſalm. cxxvil. 1. Human Vi- 
gilance and human ſtrength, alas l what 
are they when unbefriended from 
above? And what becomes of our 
boaſted ſecurity, hen God Almighty 
hath not made pu the TR _—_ our 
* 2 5 


le you "Tom * 5 Tonbiencs: in your 
own Sword, and flatter yourſelves with 
Viaory merely from a Superiority of 
Power; yet conſider, I beſeech you, 
how 


(9) 

how often the Bows of the Mighty are 
broken ; that the Race is not always to the 
Swift, nor the Battle to the Strong ; Neither 
is the mighty M an delivered K* his much 
Strength, N 


There is, my Wedren dere! is a su- 
preme Diſpoſer of all Events, who reign- 
eth in the Kingdoms of Men; who weigheth 
States and Communities in his eternal Ba- 
lance; and who diſpenſeth their Fates 
and their Fortunes, their Proſperity and 
their Overthrow, according to the Pur- 
poſes of his good Pleaſure. Thus Job 
faith, with the greateſt Truth and So- 
lemnity, That God increaſeth the Nations 
and defiroyeth them; he enlargeth the Na- 

tions and ſtraiteneth them again. Job xii, 
23. At his Frown the whole Syſtem 
of Nature trembles: All the Works of 
Creation ſtand ready to obey his Com- 
mands; and his Arm, though inviſible 
to us, directs and guides every Occur- 
rence in this lower World. 
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Hence it is, that the Wigald Prepa- 
rations, when they have gone forth in the 
Pride of their own Strength and unbleſt 
of God, have returned ingloriouſly with 
Shame and Defeat: And hence it is, 
that an inferior Force, when God was 
with them, have ſpread their Conqueſts 
far and wide over the Pride and Ambi- 
tion of ſtronger Nations, who were de- 
ſerted of Heaven. 


You ſee the Reaſon, then, for keeping 
Our ſelves from every wicked Thing, when 
the Hoſt goeth forth againſt our Enemies: 
That we may thereby obtain the Benefit 
and the Bleſſing of God's ever-watchful 


Eye; that our Armies may have that Suc- 


ceſs, which no Foreſight, no Proviſion of 
our's can inſure them; and that our 
Country may in due Time receive the 


happy Advantages of Peace. 


And ſo agreeable is this Doctrine to 
the Reaſon of Man, that Nature ever 
ſpeaks 


( 11 ) 

ſpeaks the fame Language, and ſug- 
geſts the ſame Practice. For the Gen- 
file as well as the Jew, the Heathen 
as well as the Chriſtian, ever had Re- 
courſe to propitiatory Rites, to Sacri- 
fices and Prayers, in Time of public 
Danger: At ſuch Seaſons the Temples 
were crouded; the Altars were loaded; 
and Heaven was invoked both in na- 
tional and private Aſſemblies. 


It is by the practice of Holineſs, Vir- 
tue, and Goodneſs, that the Meaneſt, as 
well as the Mightieſt, can add ſome- 
thing to the Happineſs of his Country: 
And he that can handle neither Sword 
nor Spear in its Defence, can yet con- 


tribute to its Preſervation and Proſperity 


by the Purity of his Life and the Fervency 
of his Prayers. 


We have heard, indeed, a very differ- 
ent Doctrine advanced by the Diſputants 
of the Age; © That ſtates and King- 
« doms owe their Advancement and 
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cc their Fall to mere natural Cauſes, 


without any Providential Interpoſiti- 
ec ons: That they grow up and de- 
« cay; that they have their Period of 
« Maturity, and. then haſten to their, Diſ- 
e 2 82 like the human Body.” 5 


But if you * the Hiſtory of Man- 
kind, .you will find almoſt invariably, 
that the Mutations . and Revolutions in 
States and Kingdoms, are ſtrongly marked 
and characterized by the Degrees of.Good 
and Evil prevalent in them, at their ſe- 


veral Periods. Thus, in the Aſcent to 


Power and. Strength, you generally dil. 


cover much Simplicity, Innocence, and 


Purity of Manners; a Care of Religion 
and its Offices; Moderation in Pleaſures; 
Parſimony in Expences; induſtrious Di- 
ligence; and a ſolemn Regard both to 
public and private Faith: And theſe 
are the Virtues for which God is gra- 
cious to a Land, and 505 fſeth the 5 


ef it. 


But 
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But when Nations ate corrupted by 
Luxury; when the Love and Pear of 
God are loſt among them; when Re- 
ligion, Truth, and Juſtice, are fallen 
to Decay; and Impiety, Perfidiouſneſs, 
and Senfuality every where prevail; their 
Vices then arm Heaven for their De- 
ſtruction: They wither away before the 
Divine Vengeance; and are either given 
up to the Sword for utter Exciſion; or 

are doomed to live the wretched Tribu- 
taries of ſome powerful Conqueror, and 


to groan under the Loſs of that e 
which they wantonly abuſed, 


The true Doctrine therefore is, That 
| Righteouſneſs exalteth a Nation; Proverbs, 
xiv. 34. that Goodneſs is the certain Foun- 
dation of public Happineſs and. Glory : 
But Sin is 4 Reproach to any People ; a 
general Departure from Virtue is imme- 
diately ſucceeded by a Declenſion of 
Power, and by a Decay of Greatneſs, 
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And if this be Fact, as both Reaſon 
and Experience, together with the Scrip- 


tures, declare it to be; it not only juſti- 


fies, but even urges and enforces the Ap- 
plication now made to you. 'For if We 
would be a great and a flouriſhing Peo- 
ple, we muſt firſt fear God and keep bis 
Commandments; we muſt acquire and pre- 
ſerve a juſt Senſe of our Duty to our 
Maker; and muſt ſecure the Superin- 
tendence of his Arm by the Sincerity of 
our Reformation, and the Goodneſs of 
our Lives. There muſt be a public 
Love and a public Obſervation of Juſtice, 
Fidelity, Truth, and Modeſty; there muſt 
be a conſcientious Regard to our Duty 


both to God and Man, if we would be 
happy in the Enjoyment of our civil 


and religious Liberties, thoſe deareſt and 
beſt of all earthly Bleſſings! and if we 


would convey them down in their due 


Perfection to our Poſterity. 


_ 


Can 


( 15 ) 


Can I intreat you then by any weigh- 
tier Motive than what I now uſe? Can 
I lay before you any ſtronger Reaſons 
for an immediate Amendment of Life ? 
When T plead with you the Cauſe of 
Virtue, I mean to plead the Cauſe of 
your Country: And when I exhort you 
to the inſtant Practice of Righteouſneſs 
and Godlineſs, tis from a moſt ſincere 
Deſire that You ſhould be ſome of the 
happy Inſtruments of deriving a Bleſſing 
oo the Nation. a 


It is not from the gloomy Forebodings 
of Fear, it is not from any melancholy 
Apprehenſions of Difaſter, that T preſs 
theſe Things upon you ; for though 
the Enemy exalteth himſelf, and they that 
are mighty rage horribly ; yet our God who 
duwelleth on high is mightier. To him we 
have committed our Cauſe: And from 
Him we have received many recent In- 


ſtances of a kind Providence to this 


favoured Land. We have lately, very 
. lately _ 


(26) 
lately, ſeen the Deſigns of Ambition 
defeated ; and the Enterprizes of 'Tyranny 
overthrown: We have carried. Victory 
to diſtant Climates; and have ſpread 
both the Glory and the Terror of our 


Arms in many remote Regions of the 
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But though we have checked the Pro- 
oreſs, yet we have not extinguiſhed the 
Luſt of Power in our Enemies : For, 
enraged by our Succeſs, and embittered 
by our Victories, they are meditating an 
Irruption into our Borders ; and are pre- 
paring to bring upon us the. Miſeries of 
War, the Horrors of Devaſtation, and 
the total Subverſion- of our happy Con- 
ſtitution. 


— — — II 
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To fruſtrate this Malice, to repel theſe 
Invaders, and to | ſecure the Bleſſings 
which Heaven hath granted us, tis 
with Pleaſure, *tis with Gratitude, that 
Ve ſee the Wiſdom and Spirit of the 
Nation ſo * ſo nobly exerted: 

A fair 


(27) | 
A fair Inſtance of which we have | Now 
beben f us. 


Fre rom this Wiſdom and this Spirit, 
_ eſpecially if ſanctified by our Piety, and 
recommended by our Virtue to the Di- 
vine Bleſſing, what may we not hope 
for in the juſt Defence of our Religion 
and Liberties againſt the Encroachments 


of Perfidy, and the Invaſions of Vio- 
lence ? 


We have often checked PR Vanity, 
and reduced the Power of this aſpiring 
Enemy: Various are the Teſtimonies 
of our Superiority; various are the Mo- 
tuments of our Triumphs: And if we 
now keep ourſelves from every wicked 
Thing, if we reform our Lives, and be- 
come a People zealous of good Worts; we 


may upon the beſt Grounds hope, that 


we ſhall add new Victories to the Tro- 
| phies acquired by our Anceſtors, and that 
Poſterity will read the Annals of this 
Age with Admiration and Gratitude. 
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In this ti. and with the 
warmeſt Wiſhes for the Happineſs of my 
Country, ſuffer me to addreſs myſelf to 
You, my Brethren, who have taken Arms 
for its Defence, and” are now a Part of 
that H "hich is going forth to oppoſe 
the Defigns of our Enemies. To You my 
Intreaties are particularly directed; with 
all the Deference that is due to Tour Sta. 
tion, and with all the Earneſtneſs that be⸗ 
comes mine. Let me beſeech you to 
conſider,” that a Love for God and 1 Re- 
ligion, together with Tem perance; and 
Sobriety, are © the faireſt 'Ornaments in a 
human Character; and that a good Man 
and a good Chriſtian cannot be either a bad 
run _ A bud Pattiot. . : | 
z + : 

was you have fgderkihen the. Cauſe of 


et - let not that Liberty degenerate 
into Licentiouſneſs: And as you are en- 


truſted with the Defence of our holy Re- 
Aged 5 & let the” Gs the 1 and the 
tri Pruits 


(19) 
Fruits of that Religion be viſible in your 


Ws and Converſations. ETD 
F Amcng the AY you find, that 
the Acceſs to the Temple of Honour 
was through the Temple of Virtue: 
Among Chriſtians, the Paths of Virtue 
and Godlineſs lead to a nobler End; they 
are the ſure Avenues to a more illuſtri- 
ous Station; they lead to true and im- 
mortal Glory in Heaven. Be it there- 
fore your Care, my dear Brethren, to cul- 
tivate among ycu the Graces of the Goſ- 
pel, and all good Morality: Be it your 
Care to add Piety to your Loyalty; and 
to . God, while you honour the King. 


And TY me be permitted to wind) you, 

that the beſt Succeſs will ever attend 

thoſe who are the beſt Soldiers of Feſus | 

Chriſt, For what can we hope for from © Y 4 

a Courſe of Immorality, Ebriety, and + I 

Vice, but Timidity in Action and an un- 

manly Depreſſion of Spirits? The Wicked + 

fee when no Man purſueth: Cowardice, ® » 
C 2 and 
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on Puſillanimity are the natural Effects 
of Profaneneſs and Sin: And they, who 
wantonly blaſpheme their God in the 
Hours of Safety, are uſually confounded 
and diſmayed in the Day of Battle. Where- 
as a good Life inſpires Men with Courage, 
with Reſolution, with Intrepidity; and tba 
Armour of Righteouſneſs is like an invin- 
cible: Shield in the Seaſon of Danger: 
Thoſe who, with the Apoſtle, are care- 
ful to live in all good Conſcience before Gad, 
thoſe who are habitually temperate, vir- 
tuous, and pious, are prepared for all 
Events; to ſuffer or to triumph, to con- 
quer or to die: The Hopes of the Chriſ- 
tian overcome the Fears of the Man; 
and the Dread of Death is greatly leſ- 
ſened by the fe of the Crown 
of Glory 


Let me beſeech you then, in the Spirit 
of Love, to acquire and exemplify a 
manly. - Sobriety, Chaſtity, and 'Temper- 
ance; Carry with you a conſtant Regard 
for Virtue; a ee Love and Affec- 


+ 22 — eye ay tion 


( 23. 
tion for good Morality and Chriſtian 
Piety : Carry with you the Fear of God, 
and a Reverence for his ſacred Name. 
Put away from among you every wick- 
ed, every unholy Thing: Particularly, 
refrain from the impious Practice of 
Blaſpheming, and Curſing, and violating 
the holy Sabbath. And amidſt the Diſci- 
pline which your preſent Profeſſion re- 


quires, remember, I intreat you, that you 
are ſtill Men and Ghriſtians. 


Wherefore, to conclude all in the 
Words of Saul to David, when he had 
expreſſed his. Deſire to meet the Phi- 
liſtine;—Go, and the Lord your God be with 
Tou! 


